REVIVAL CORNER
WEEK #9 (February 27 – March 5, 2006)
You’re Always First In Line

Do you get upset when the service at a “fast” food restaurant is slower than expected?  Most people don’t like the idea of having to wait in line for anything for very long.

But if the Son of God were to bodily visit your church and you knew you would have the opportunity to personally talk to him, waiting in line would be worth it.  It might even provide you with an opportunity to sort through your thoughts so you wouldn’t waste his time rattling off a number of more or less self-centered prayer requests.

Prayer and revival always go together.  The connection between the need for revival and the importance of prayer is underscored in 2 Chronicles 7:14 “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”


When revival is being experienced in the church, prayer is consistently an important part of what’s happening.  Prayer is the sixth of nine characteristics that always surface when a strong sense of the presence of the Lord is experienced through revival.  Jesus is always present at church in the person of the Holy Spirit, but during times of authentic revival people see Jesus through new eyes of faith.


It’s hard to imagine Jesus visiting any church without picturing lines of people waiting to talk with him.  And yes, many would be asking Jesus to help them with their serious concerns.  But there would also be those wanting to express their thanks or to ask for forgiveness or to offer fitting words of praise.


As Jesus once said, it is to our advantage that his presence is no longer limited to a human body (see John 16:7).  The problem of so many people at one time pressing for his attention has been eliminated.  Now anyone can talk to the Lord at any time and instantly have his full attention.  That arrangement beats the speed of the best fast-food establishments!


Conversing with the Lord becomes a way of life when people are convinced that Jesus is truly listening to what they say.  A unique Biblical illustration of this is found in Acts 16.  Paul and Silas were in the pagan city of Philippi on a divine church-planting assignment.  The initial success of the venture was stymied when city magistrates had the two missionaries stripped, beaten, and put into leg-stocks in the inner prison.  But would you believe that at midnight these two men were praying and singing hymns!


Had these intrepid pioneers suddenly seen Jesus there in the prison with them?  Only through eyes of faith.  What’s more significant is that Jesus saw them and paid attention to their prayers.  The rest of what happened hardly needs reiterating (see Acts 16:26-34).  Suffice it to say, the end result of the earthquake was not Paul and Silas racing to freedom but instead leading their jailer and his entire family to the Savior.  Advancing the cause of Jesus and his kingship – that’s the bottom-line thinking when the church is in good communication with the One it serves.


A spirit of prayer in the church always marks times of revival.  It’s not just that God’s people pray more; their actual praying is elevated to a whole new level.  This might best be described as praying with the keen awareness that what we do on behalf of Jesus is as important as what we want him to do for us.  Within this framework of seeking to advance his kingship, our Lord wants us to pray with confidence that he is giving his full attention to our every word.
ACTION STEPS

· TORNADOES, hurricanes, floods, droughts – insurance companies call these phenomena “acts of God.”  Sometimes they actually are.  But 2 Chronicles 7:13 reads, “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people . . .”  This is followed by one of the most frequently quoted revival passages in all of Scripture.  Read in 2 Chronicles 7:14-16 the wonderful promise the Lord gave to his people for times like these.  Do you believe God can heal your land?  When you hear of natural disasters, whether or not they are intended as warnings from God, let them remind you to pray with new intensity for the spiritual healing of the nation.
· SOMETIMES it’s easy to rattle off a prayer as a matter of duty without really thinking about it.  It’s important to pray attentively, to remember that we are entering the very presence of God.  Here is an exercise that will help you.  Each time you pray – before a meal, in your personal time of devotion or at a worship service when someone else is leading the congregation in prayer – take a moment to picture Jesus standing in the room.  Use your “sanctified imagination” to enter into his presence with fixed attention and the humble attitude of a servant addressing a king.  This should lead you to be respectful, to give heartfelt thanks, and to ask for things that you know align with his will.

· PRAYER is more than talking to God; it also involves listening to him.  Frequently people forget this.  They pray, “O Lord, save Uncle Ralph,” but they don’t bother to hear God telling them, “Go talk to Uncle Ralph.  He’s waiting for a word from you.”  As you pray, spend two to three minutes in silence, listening carefully in your heart.  If a Biblical, godly thought comes into your mind, it may be the Lord talking to you.  If you begin to think of your to-do list or the song you just heard on the radio, gently lead your mind back to focusing on God, and ask him whether he has something to say to you.  Then listen yet again.  If nothing comes to mind, don’t be discouraged.  Try again the next time you pray.  Listening takes practice, but in time your prayer will become a two-sided conversation.

· READ the story of Paul and Silas in Acts 16:16-36.  Beaten and imprisoned, many people would be tempted to give up.  But these two missionaries had tenacious spirits; their response in the face of what seemed to be a victory for the evil one was to praise God and pray through the night!  One reason Paul and Silas could do this was because they had each other’s support.  If you are praying for revival and the circumstances look bleak, band together with a Christian brother or sister.  Praying with another person will give you both the strength and the tenacity to keep going until God breaks the chains that are keeping you from experiencing his presence.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
……….Hebrews 4:14-16
………………..Genesis 24:42-49
………………………….Luke 11:1-13
…………………………………..Psalm 5
…………………………………………..I John 5:13-15
