REVIVAL CORNER
WEEK #52 (December 25 – December 31, 2006)
Heaven on Earth
Do you know what topic Jesus talked about more than any other?  The answer is obvious when you read through the Gospels.  In a day when revival was sorely needed in the Jewish religious world, Jesus preached message after message about his kingship.  He titled these sermons “The Kingdom of God,” or “The Kingdom of Heaven.”
What Jesus had in mind was any setting in which he is recognized and honored as the ruling Monarch.  This obviously includes heaven, where his obedient subjects reap marvelous benefits.  But kingdom conditions should also be found in Christ’s church here on earth, as well as in the hearts of all true believers.”  The kingdom of God is within you,” Jesus said (Luke 17:21).  It doesn’t matter if an individual lives where there isn’t another kingdom-member to be found for hundreds of miles.  The reality is the same—that person’s heart is to be a place where Jesus rules as King.

Some of the excitement of Jesus’ kingship is lost in revival preaching that targets the King’s subjects who have backed away from their initial loyalty.  Because of ignorance or rebellion, these people have made the great King and his loving reign a less important priority than it should be.  But the sooner preaching that emphasizes correcting people’s behavior can be replaced by proclaiming the Good News about Jesus’ present and future reign, the better off the church will be.  How exciting to be involved in letting people know they can still come under Christ’s kingship by being born of God a second time!  Converts do this by bowing before Jesus as King, asking to be forgiven for living in a manner contrary to his will and requesting and receiving the Spirit of Jesus Christ by grace through faith.

The ultimate destination of all believers is heaven—a setting of overwhelming beauty and joy because of the eternal presence of Jesus.  The present is enhanced in a similar way for those who submit to Jesus’ reign.  Remember the popular song, “What the world needs now is love, sweet love.  That’s the only thing that there’s just too little of”?  The truth is that, when people come to know this unique King, they discover love in a wonderful new way.  The same can be said of joy and peace.  Goodness and kindness can also be added to a long list of benefits that will eventually be ours in heaven.  Yet all of Jesus’ loyal subjects can begin to experience these qualities now!  This exciting reality is in line with Jesus encouraging his followers to pray to their heavenly Father, “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10; emphasis added). In other words, “Just as your subjects obey and honor you in heaven and enjoy great blessings for doing so, may we know that same experience here on earth.”  If the citizens of heaven don’t get angry and holler at each other, if they don’t hold grudges or backbite, then the King’s men and women shouldn’t be doing so here on earth either.  Revival conditions are what kingdom living should look like while this world’s clock continues to tick.
As true citizens of heaven, we must work to create the promise of heaven here on earth.  This is to say that, while revival is wonderful, we must not forget that it only gets us back to where we should have been all along.  Before we focus too much on just being revived, let’s set our sights on living each day in the miraculous reality of the King’s presence just as we will when we are with him throughout all eternity.
ACTION STEPS

· THERE is a real King who reigns over this world.  Do you understand how the relationships that govern heaven should influence the way you live in the present?  The model prayer the Lord gave his followers can be found in Matthew 6:9-13.  Use this prayer daily for the next several weeks to ensure that Christ’s kingship is never far from your mind.
· DO you know the difference between the kingdom of God and the kingdom of heaven?  Read Matthew 19:23-24 and decide for yourself whether Jesus uses the terms interchangeably.  Make this question the beginning of a personal Bible study that takes careful note of all kingdom references. Systematically keep track of related words, such as ruler, crown, scepter, throne, sovereign, reign and glory.  For example, 2 Peter 1:16 reads, “We were eyewitnesses of his majesty.”  What does a comment like this tell you about Peter’s beliefs regarding his Lord?  Whenever you read the Bible, be on the lookout for kingdom-related phrases.  (A good place to start would be with the Scripture passages listed in “For Further Study.”)  Finally, use all the information you gather to decide how a better understanding of Jesus as King will improve your ongoing relationship with him.
· WHEN you were first introduced to Jesus Christ, were you aware that he was a great King?  How does this knowledge or the lack of it influence the way present-day believers live?  Can you see how new Christians are ripe for problems when the basic message of Jesus’ kingship is missing?  Read Luke 17:20-21 and answer honestly whether kingdom truths still excite you.  Are you trying to live each day in the light of the realities of the kingdom that is now and yet to come?  Is your Monarch’s flag flying over your house?  Do you pray regularly that Jesus will be enthroned in the hearts of friends in your neighborhood or at your place of work?  Who in your church shows excitement about being a King’s man or a King’s woman?  Is your imagination fired by thoughts of a great revival that will sweep across the world, even in the face of hostile spiritual powers?
· LIFE on this planet will never be perfect.  In Tales of the Kingdom by David and Karen Mains, the night sentries shout from one watchtower to another, “The world goes not well, but the kingdom comes.”  We must learn to live our lives within this ongoing tension.  It is our hope that these 52 studies have helped you know what it can be like to practice the King’s presence daily.  This personal discipline needs to be expanded to include your home, church, workplace, community and wider world.  But a better understanding isn’t enough; you should want to know the reality of revival living.  What have you learned so far about the King’s life-giving touch?  What lessons does he want you to master in the near future?  And what is Jesus revealing to you regarding the work he is doing throughout his entire world even today?
FOR FURTHER STUDY
……….Matthew 2:1-12
………………..John 18:28-19:16
………………………….Acts 17:1-9
…………………………………..Luke 13:18-30
…………………………………………..Acts 1:1-9
