REVIVAL CORNER
WEEK #5 (January 30 through February 5, 2006)
They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love

Unconditional love—it sounds great, but unfortunately the world doesn’t see it demonstrated very often.


Things were different when Jesus walked this earth.  How magnificent he was in terms of treating others in a loving fashion—giving all he had with no strings attached!  The disciples saw Christlike love up close.  Having watched Jesus day after day, they knew precisely what he meant when he said during their last meal together, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:35).  For centuries this passage has been preached repeatedly in churches.  Sometimes congregations are good at modeling love.  Too often they fall far short.  When a church lacks love, it’s a sure sign that revival is needed.  It’s as simple and as profound as that.

Unconditional love is the second characteristic of churches in revival.  Such congregations are marked by a powerful sense of the Lord’s presence, which includes an outpouring of love.  In revival, Jesus’ modern-day followers hear and obey the apostle John’s admonition:  “Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth” (1 John 3:18).  Restated, the importance of love is more than just a doctrinal matter.  When church people sense the sweet presence of Jesus, they begin to love others the way he does.

Can you imagine Christ ever changing his mind on a matter as basic as this?  If he were to physically visit his church, would he say that love wasn’t as important in his thinking as it once was?  It’s a foolish question to ask, because we know this would never happen.


Christlike love is a most attractive quality, and that’s one reason revival carries with it such a powerful testimony.  Charles Tarr illustrates this in the book A New Wind Blowing, where he describes a remarkable revival that took place in his church in 197i0:  “It was not a sentimental ‘sticky’ type of love; it was the pure love of God as described in 1 Corinthians 13.  It was something one could ‘feel,’ and it drew people to Christ and to each other.  Husbands and wives were reconciled, fathers and sons prayed together, the generation gap was bridged, and the racial barrier was lifted…No one was outside or beyond the scope of God’s love, regardless of age, culture, religion or race.”


Picture yourself treating your friends in this fashion.  Imagine everyone in your family loving the others unconditionally.  Expand your thinking to include your church.  Then envision huge numbers of Christians throughout your community and all across the country praying daily, “Jesus, love others through me today.  I not only grant you permission, I encourage you to do so.”  This is what revival is like.


John Wesley, a Christian leader whose name has been associated with revival since the 1700’s wrote a prayer that captures well what unconditional love should look like in an individual’s life:  “Let thy unwearied and tender love to me make my love unwearied and tender to my neighbor, zealous to pray for and to procure and promote his health and safety, ease and happiness.  Make me peaceable and reconcilable, easy to forgive, and glad to return good for evil.”


When a prayer like this is lived out, a Christian’s life becomes unique and compelling to watch.  Multiplied many times over in the lives of numerous believers, this “revival love” becomes unbelievably attractive and overwhelmingly powerful!
ACTION STEPS

· READ through 1 Corinthians 13, the well-known “Love Chapter.”  Use Jesus’ demonstration of love while he was on earth as a test of the validity of these verses.  Read, for instance, “If Jesus had spoken in the tongues of men and of angels, but had not had love, he would have been only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal…Jesus was patient, Jesus was kind.  He did not envy, he did not boast…”  Think of specific Gospel examples that support these statements.  Then go back and insert your own name.  Do the verses still ring true?  Don’t be discouraged; this is a difficult test to pass.  In what areas do you need to improve?  What verses describe the person you are becoming?
· POPULAR culture likes to imagine the world being rescued by superheroes whose power and cunning are always a step ahead of the bad guys.  In real life, however, the tactics of Hercules or Xena, Warrior Princess, could be difficult—and dangerous—to emulate!  Besides, physical strength isn’t particularly helpful when it comes to changing how people live.  What kind of hero stories are popular in the culture of heaven?  There, Christlike love is most powerful.  What would it take for you to “star” in a series that all of heaven would be excited to watch?  What specific episode might be in the divine production process right now?  What kind of sacrificial love would it take to decisively defeat the enemy?
· WHEN it comes to loving, putting others before yourself is essential (see Philippians2:1-11).  Yet it’s a hard thing to do because we are, by nature, self-centered.  So don’t try to love everybody all at once.  Begin with one person, and practice putting his or her needs before your own for one or two days.  Then expand to include several individuals—members of your family or a small-group fellowship, perhaps.  Eventually try to work up to a larger number of people; your church members, coworkers, neighbors.  As your “circle of love” increases, spiritual renewal will become more and more evident in your life.
· WRITE 1 John 3:18 across the top of your journal or a notebook page:  “Let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.”  Then make one column for WORDS and one for ACTIONS.  Each day this week record what you do to show love as well as speak it.  If you tell a brother or sister in Christ, “I love you with the love of the Lord,” you may put that down under WORDS.  If you stay up late some night listening to a friend debrief about a troublesome situation when you’d really rather be watching TV, enter that under ACTIONS.  Tally your “score” at the end of the week:  Words get one point; actions get three.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
……….Philippians 2:1-11
………………..1 Samuel 20
………………………….1 John 3:11-20
…………………………………..John 15:1-17
…………………………………………..Genesis 50:15-21
