REVIVAL CORNER
WEEK #49 (Dec. 11-Dec. 17, 2006)
The Marvelous Picture Gallery
Revival frightens many people more than they would care to admit.  One of Satan’s chief tactics is to play on people’s fears.  Know that R-E-V-I-V-A-L spells big trouble for him, he does everything he can to avoid it.  “Revival?  You mean where they do all that whooping and hollering?  You can’t be serious.  What’s next—picking up snakes?”  Jesus came up with a great line when he said that lying was the native language of the devil—and accused him of being “a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44).
Some people, for whom being in control is very important, tremble at the thought of losing that control.  The truth is that they’re really not that thrilled about being in a setting where there’s an overwhelming sense of the presence of the Lord.  Anything with even the slightest hint of emotionalism is repugnant to them.  The exposure of hidden sins is perceived as a huge threat.  They certainly don’t want anyone messing around with the past—and that includes God! If he wants to point a finger at them, let him do it when they’re at home and there aren’t a thousand eyes looking on.

These same folks who want their privacy have no problem with millions of eyes peering at the shy-looking woman in Paris named Mona Lisa.  “But she’s a masterpiece on display,” they argue.  “That’s why she’s in the Louvre.”  True, so maybe we can alleviate the panic of being exposed to God’s gaze by a trip to another exhibition hall.  Hopefully, fears about revival can be calmed with a visit to the marvelous picture gallery found in Scripture.

Psalm 1 is a well-loved Hebrew poem, a word picture of personal revival.  As you look at it, what you envision first is a great fruit-bearing tree planted by streams of water.  But a closer examination reveals this tree to be a picture of living in the Lord’s presence as he watches over the way of the righteous.  Nothing scary here; it’s actually quite affirming!

Let’s move on to another area of the gallery.  A variation on the theme can be found in Psalm 42:4.  This time we’re looking at a delightful celebration.  A festive procession is on its way to the house of God.  In your imagination, you can hear the glad shouts of the people.  Examine the text, and you’ll discover it’s another revival picture by a different word-painter.  He’s recalling an earlier experience back in Jerusalem, and he wants the opportunity to relive it.  Instead of being frightening, this portrayal is intriguing and compelling.

The prophet Isaiah’s words call to mind a series of Chagall stained-glass windows (see Isaiah 58:11-14).  Here, the word-artist is elaborating on the concept of national revival.  A guided description of his work might sound like this:  “The first panel with all the wild colors is a vibrant flower garden.  Next you see a spring bubbling up, looking as though it’s never going to run dry.  The third scene is filled with energy as the homes and streets and walls of a city are being rebuilt.  Then we come to everyone’s favorite.  These, of course, are the mountains of the homeland in all their grandeur.  The artist calls this panel, ‘Ride on the Heights of the Land.’  The final subject is a table piled high with food for a sumptuous feast.  But all the scenes are beautiful, aren’t they?”
It’s so comforting to be able to visit “God’s Gallery” to set the record straight about revival.  Throughout the Bible, we find all kinds of positive pictures like the ones we’ve already examined.  It takes far more than one visit to see them all—but we leave encouraged every time!

ACTION STEPS

· IT’S always fun after visiting an art gallery to decide which painting you liked the best.  Read Psalms 1; 42:1-4; and Isaiah 58:11-14 to review some of the revival pictures in God’s Gallery.  When you are finished, decide which is your favorite and why.
--The Great Tree

--Shouts of Joy

--Bountiful Garden

--Restoration Project

--Everlasting Spring

--Feasting Time

--Ride on the Heights

How does the picture you chose help calm any fears you have about revival?
· AN accomplished artist has been hired to paint a picture for you.  It’s your privilege to put into words the revival scene you want portrayed.  What is it going to be?
--A lush oasis in the middle of a desert?
--A church filled with smiling worshipers listening to Jesus?

--The coming of spring after a long harsh winter?

Keep thinking—you can come up with something more original than any of these!

· WHAT lies of the devil are keeping you from fully experiencing revival?
--“Your life will have to change more than you can imagine.  You’re really not up for this

  right now, are you?”

--“Follow hard after God and ‘poof!’—there goes the house of your dreams.”

--“Your life is far too busy already.  You can’t handle anything more.”

--“It all sounds great, but what’s the rush?  Wait until next week to think about it.

--“God will never be satisfied with anything short of perfection.”

--“You’re going to end up looking like that frumpy missionary who spoke last year at your
  church.”
--“Say good-bye to fun!”

Do you agree with Jesus that the devil is a liar?  Have you ever called the devil by that name when he’s pretended to be your friend?  Go ahead, try it.  You need to be able to recognize his lies in order to move beyond your fears.
· WHAT if someone were to tell you, “I’ll never go to a Billy Graham crusade.  All he wants is your money.  He tells you who to vote for, only allows white people to attend, plays on your emotions and just screams at you”? You’d respond, “You don’t know what you’re talking about.  Billy Graham has been exemplary regarding finances his whole life.  He’s into evangelism, not politics.  He was one of the first national religious leaders to integrate different nationalities into his crusades and his staff.  He’s not a screamer either.  Have you ever heard him?”  You wouldn’t tolerate statements like this because you know they’re false.  Too many Christians allow misleading notions about revival to circulate.  They accept outlandish criticisms and for some reason never bother to check them out.  In so doing, they overlook some of the greatest aspects of their Christian heritage and actually inhibit the present and future work of the Lord.  Examine what you read or hear.  Find out whether it’s true or false.  Begin to be the kind of revival advocate needed at this crucial time.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
……….Isaiah 12
………………..John 6:35-40
………………………….Psalm 46
…………………………………..Romans 8:31-39
…………………………………………..Isaiah 40:27-31
