REVIVAL CORNER
WEEK #4 (January 23-29, 2006)
Heavenly Worship Here on Earth

What would happen during a worship service at your church if you suddenly realized that Jesus was present?  Granted, he is always there in the person of his Spirit.  But what if you were to look up and see Jesus actually sitting on one of the large platform chairs?  Or maybe he quietly slips into the pew beside you; the print of the nail in his hand is obvious, and at once you know…

As other members of the congregation realize who this is, some may kneel before their Lord.  People might even fall prostrate on the floor.  This is the body language of worship.  The word worship means “to attribute worth” to God.


Before long, someone in the congregation will certainly begin a worship chorus or a hymn of praise.  Others will join in, and it’s likely the singing will go on for quite some time.  That’s because when Jesus makes his presence known in his church, our initial response is to worship him.


As people leave the service, they will no doubt say, “I sure hope he comes back next week—I know I’ll show up better prepared to worship him!”  After a while the congregation will become adept not only at singing but also at participating in appropriate Scripture readings, corporate prayer, pageantry, banner displays, drama, celebration and other fitting aspects of worship.


A strong sense of the Lord’s presence is the hallmark of revival.  During the next nine weeks we will examine nine characteristics of a church in true revival.  The first is worship.  A congregation’s delight in worship is an early indication that something unique is happening.


There’s a marvelous picture of worship in Revelation 5, where John recorded his vision of the Lamb receiving praise from the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders.  With harps and golden bowls of incense in hand, they fall down before the Lamb, saying, “You are worthy…” (verse 9).  The scene becomes increasingly marvelous as angels numbering ten thousand times ten thousand circle the throne, singing, “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain…” (verse 12).  Eventually, every creature in heaven and on earth unites in praise of the Lord.


Our worship is not nearly that majestic, but it’s important to keep in mind that even today we are joined by heavenly beings as we sing praise.  The Book of Common Prayer reads, “Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name.”  In a sense, we’re participating in the heavenly worship service here on earth.


Worship, however, must not be confined to Sunday and the singing of hymns.  The writer of Hebrews makes this clear:  “Let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that confess his name” (13:15).  So worship involves lips that confess his name on Sunday and each day of the week and also lives that are lived to consistently bring him glory.


These two elements—lips and lives—are portrayed beautifully in a firsthand account of the Welsh revival of 1904-1905.  One observer wrote, “Everything sprang into new life.  Former blasphemers were the most eloquent, both in prayer and praise.  These men appeared to be making up for lost time—‘the years the locusts have eaten’ (Joel 2:25).  Drunkards forgot the way to the saloons, which in fact were empty in a few nights.  All the former inebriates were busy worshiping…It was the young people who responded with greatest alacrity to the searching challenge of absolute surrender and consecration to the service of the Lord.  Wherever they went, the very air became vibrant with songs of praise.”


Whether it’s a holy hush that fills the sanctuary or a crescendo of instruments and voices that blend to proclaim the wonder of who God is, worship often takes on a dimension beyond the merely human.  And although here on earth we will never experience worship in all its heavenly glory, even a taste will contribute to the renewal of God’s people. 
ACTION STEPS

· REVELATION 5:6-14 pictures a scene in which those in the presence of the Lord can’t help but praise him; his love, power and glory arouse their deep response.  This heavenly scene confirms that when God makes his presence known, people will worship him.  According to Psalm 63, the reverse is also true:  As you worship the Lord, you will become more conscious of his presence.  Read this psalm and notice that even when David is thirsting for the Lord’s presence, he offers his worship.  In doing so, David knows that his soul will be satisfied “as with the richest of foods” (63:5).  If you’re hungry for the presence of God in your life, develop an appetite for worship.  Listen to worship choruses at home or in the car.  Look for reasons to worship the Lord—for evidences of his care or for lessons you have learned about his character—and then offer thanksgiving or praise for them.  Like David, you’ll feel your heart swell with adoration of the heavenly King, and your longing for God’s presence will be satisfied.
· IF you don’t own a hymnal, buy one or ask your pastor or worship leader to lend you one from the church.  Not all hymns we sing directly attribute worth to God.  For example, “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations” is a song about spreading the Good News of Jesus; “Onward Christian Soldiers” serves as an encouragement to strengthen our faith.  But certain hymns beautifully express worship:  “To God Be the Glory,” “Holy, Holy, Holy,” “Fairest Lord Jesus,” and many, many others.  Pay close attention to the hymns that particularly extol the Lord.  Try to memorize the words of a hymn that expresses for you a sense of worship.

· EXPLORE new ways to take part in your church’s worship service.  Inquire whether you might read a poem that gives glory to the King of kings.  If you play an instrument, ask to accompany the choir, or offer to teach your small group a worship chorus you have written.  If you feel uncomfortable in front of people, do something more private:  Read through the scheduled hymns before the service so you really understand what you’ll be singing, or concentrate on the cross that hangs at the front of the church and praise God for what that symbol means to you.  Whatever new activity you choose, remember that Jesus really is present in your corporate worship.
· A husband can tell his wife, “I think you’re wonderful.”  But if she feels neglected, she may respond, “Your actions speak louder than your words.”  Do you sometimes talk a better spiritual life than you live?  The writer of Hebrews 13:15 says, “Let us continually offer to God a sacrifice4 of praise,” and then drives home the point that worship must be more than words.  Think of a specific area in which you can change your actions so that you are worshiping God not only with your lips but also with your life.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
……….Leviticus 9
………………..Luke 7:36-50
………………………….Exodus 15:1-21
…………………………………..Matthew 2:1-12
…………………………………………..John 12:12-15
