REVIVAL CORNER
WEEK #39 (September 25 – October 1, 2006)
After the Finale

Lucky you!  The St. Louis Symphony Orchestra is performing Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture under the direction of Leonard Slatkin.  A friend offers you tickets to this concert under the stars.  It will include real cannons, chiming bells and spectacular fireworks.  But you are nervous about the evening.  The last time you went to the symphony you started to applaud when the music stopped.  Unfortunately, no one else did.  That was the night you learned that the end of a movement in a piece of music is not the same as the end of the composition.

There’s a sixth and final step in the normal process of revival.  People not in the know need to be cautioned about applauding too soon.  The church can’t rejoice that revival has come in full until society has been influenced for the better.

The presence of Jesus Christ in the world makes it better in so many ways.  Is it possible to conceive of his being anywhere for any period of time without reaching out to those in need?  Wasn’t he the one who taught that, when the nations are gathered before him, he will separate the sheep from the goats?  The sheep are those who feed the hungry, clothe the naked and take in strangers, but the goats are the ones who don’t have time for these activities (Matthew 25:31-46).  If revival is marked by an overwhelming sense of the presence of Jesus, shouldn’t social concern be one of its noteworthy features?


Indeed, history bears this out.  In a letter to the Bishop of London, dated June 11, 1747, John Wesley defended his revival efforts:  “The habitual drunkard that was, is now temperate in all things.  The whoremonger now flees fornication.  He that stole, steals no more, but works with his hands.  He that cursed or swore, perhaps in every sentence, has now learned to serve the Lord with fear and rejoice unto Him with reverence.  Those formerly enslaved to various habits of sin are now brought to uniform habits of holiness.”  Certain secular historians have actually credited the social impact of the Wesleyan revivals with sparing England from the bloody revolution that France experienced.


The following is one account of how God completes the work of revival (cited by Wesley Duewel in Revival Fire).  The setting is Ireland in 1859: “Among the wonderful changes resulting from the revival … were decreases in drunkenness, crime, prostitution, profanity, quarreling, fights, cock-fighting, feuds, fraud, dishonesty, and family bickering.  There arose a great new interest in education, sacred music, the Bible, personal cleanliness, and even in eliminating poverty.  People seemed more courteous and considerate.  In one district the year before the revival, there were twenty-six paupers, but when revival came there were only four.”

The same kind of strong social concern cited in this account has marked God’s legitimate prophets ever since Old Testament times.  “Administer true justice,” preached Zechariah.  “Show mercy and compassion to one another.  Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the alien or the poor.”  But the spiritually stubborn people of Judah “stopped up their ears” and “turned their backs” on God’s servant because their hearts were “as hard as flint” (see Zechariah 7:8-12).


When God’s people gladly receive the Spirit in revival, the response is totally different.  They are receptive to his desires and joyfully obedient to his will.  Their lives bring great good to all.  It’s as though the public is being treated to the full orchestra playing under the direction of the most esteemed of conductors.  The concert is under the stars for all to see and hear, and rumor has it that there will even be bells, cannons and fireworks!
ACTION STEPS

· ARE you tired of reading about crime, poverty, AIDS, the homeless, unemployment, hunger, inadequate housing and overcrowded prisons?  Do you sometimes wonder why the government doesn’t do more to resolve these issues?  Would lawmakers be pleased if the church were to get more involved in societal matters, or would it say, “Keep you nose out of our business”?  Would their response depend on the issue?  As you read Jesus’ words in Matthew 25:31-46, decide which phrases deal directly with the specific problems listed above.  For example, “I was sick and you looked after me” can relate to the care of AIDS patients.  Do you think God sometimes wonders why his church doesn’t do more about issues of this kind?
· IN the past, revival movements have played a major role in correcting alarming injustices, such as slavery.  Consider the following list of some contemporary societal problems, and choose one you’d really like to see dramatically change for the good: violent crime, child abuse, drugs, gambling, abortion, theft, racism, prostitution, gangs, drunkenness, pornography, domestic violence.  Whenever the specific problem you’ve chosen is mentioned on the television or radio newscast or in the newspaper, let this be a reminder to pray.  Ask God for a moving of his Spirit that will result in this issue being touched by his love.
· IN times of revival, numerous ministries targeted at social ills spring up.  This doesn’t mean that you have to wait before getting involved personally.  There are any number of worthy organizations: Habitat for Humanity, Prison Fellowship, World Vision, Food for the Hungry, Mercy Ships, Alcoholics Anonymous, The Salvation Army, The Rutherford Institute, Love & Action, Christian League for the Handicapped, Compassion International – the list is virtually endless.  Write a letter, make a phone call or search the internet to find out what you can do right now.
· “DINNER’S ready!  Come and get it!”  Have you ever called your children for supper only to have them pretend not to have heard?  How did this make you feel?  Frustrated?  Angry? Unappreciated?  As an adult, have you ever chosen to ignore someone because you were busy and didn’t want to be bothered?  How would you feel if the person were to catch you in the act and say, “Now I’m going to pretend I can’t hear you either!”  And what if the other party happened to be God?  Read Zechariah 7:8-14.  What was the message God wanted Judah to hear?  Are Christians today responding to God in the way they should?  How about you?
FOR FURTHER STUDY
……….Zechariah 8:14-17
………………..Psalm 82:1-4
………………………….Luke 4:14-19
…………………………………..Amos 5:6-15
…………………………………………..Micah 6:6-8
