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Exponential Power

Many people have the mistaken impression that all wildfires can be controlled.  Fire fighting experts insist that this is not true.  Some fires cannot be stopped until they burn themselves out.  Others can’t even be controlled.  For example, in 1967, the Tasmanian fires in Australia came on the heels of a considerable drought.  More than 110 known fires were burning on the morning of February 7, consuming over 650,000 acres in approximately five hours.

Preachers in earlier generations knew what revival could do.  But they struggled to come up with a word picture that could adequately convey its phenomenal power.  The one they turned to most often was a sweeping wildfire blown by the winds of the Spirit and burning everything in its path.  As sparks from an area that’s ablaze are carried by the wind to ignite somewhere else, so it is with revival.  The stories of what’s happening in one church are told elsewhere, and the conflagration spreads.  The revivals that touched numerous Christian colleges and seminaries in 1995 followed this pattern.  As students from one school testified on other campuses about the convicting work of the Spirit, the divine flame touched down again and again.


This is the fifth of six studies on the process of revival.  We have come to the most exciting time in the sequence – the time in which the special sense of the presence of the Lord begins to spread very rapidly.  Many of God’s leaders are calling for a revival that will for the first time in history sweep across the world.  The force would be so overwhelming it would almost be impossible to control – at least in part because so many fires would be burning all at the same time:  110 in the Chicago area; another 110 in Tokyo, 110 around Africa; with reports like that coming from flash points across the continents.


For that kind of wildfire to begin and spread, today’s church needs to be convinced that the exponential power of revival is our nation’s only hope.  It has to be confident that God is more than able to do something amazing and blazing in our day.  If he could bring pagan Nineveh to her knees under the preaching of one reluctant prophet (Jonah 3:6-10), what might happen today with many willing servants eager to minister on the Lord’s behalf?

The church also needs to understand that, apart from another great time of revival, this country and others face terrible judgment.  Since the beginning of the world, no nation has been allowed to sin with impunity.  In other words, her citizens can’t act as thought they’ll never have to pay for their evil.  Even Israel, God’s chosen people, couldn’t get away with that.  Amos’s ancient warning is appropriate in our day as well:  “Seek the Lord and live, or he will sweep through the house of Joseph like a fire; it will devour, and Bethel will have no one to quench it” (Amos 5:6).  It’s as though the prophet is saying, “Choose your fire – either revival or destruction!”


Many companies use flowcharts to analyze how they are doing.  If their profits double in the course of a year, the line will have an impressive incline.  Every so often a product will take off like crazy.  The graph will show an exponential curve.  The line almost appears to be shooting straight up.  The church needs to think and pray with this kind of vision and energy:   “Not just a little jump, Lord.  We want something dramatic.  Something truly remarkable.  Something that makes people say, ‘Wow!  The church is a force to be dealt with after all.’”  Isn’t this the kind of church community we want when the Lord returns?  It’s the exponential power of revival that will make it possible.
ACTION STEPS

· DOES it seem feasible to you that Saddam Hussein could repent and lead his entire nation to the Lord?  Do you think that the Roe versus Wade decision could be reversed?  Regardless of your answer, the events that took place in Nineveh over 2,700 years ago were even more remarkable.  For a firsthand account of what happened, read the book of Jonah.  Trace the prophet’s attitude from start to finish.  Did his negative mind-set prevent the exponential power of God from doing the impossible?
· LET your fingers do some walking.  Get your local telephone book and turn to the “Church” section of the yellow pages.  Before scanning the list, think again about the power generated when numerous fires come together.  This combining effect is often what makes wildfires spread so quickly.  Revival is much the same when it begins to gain momentum.  If you are praying for revival where you worship, you should remember other churches in your geographical area.  Choose several churches on the page as personal prayer targets – the Lutheran church down the road, the Baptist church across town, the Catholic church right next door.  If something exciting happens in one of these congregations, rejoice with them and pray that this flame will ignite a fire in other places as well.
· DO you know the name of one of the most watched films in human history?  Translated into over 300 languages, more than six hundred million people in over two hundred nations have viewed it.  Tens of millions have made decisions for Jesus Christ as a result.  The answer is the JESUS film.  Only eternity will tell how many lives have been touched through this outreach.  Praise the Lord for the people who possessed the original vision for this film, daring to think big for God.
· “AS long as I don’t get caught, I’ll be okay.”  More and more people are living with this kind of attitude.  What happens when an entire nation adopts such a mindset?  Look at one Biblical example.  The prophet Amos told Israel that the jig was up!  God knew what was going on.  The day of accounting had arrived.  Read Amos 5, and name at least six of Israel’s sins.  Which of the prophet’s dire predictions is most frightening to you?  Which of the judgments in the text might he say apply to us as well?
FOR FURTHER STUDY
……….Ezekiel 47:1-12
………………..Acts 19:11-20
………………………….Jeremiah 32:17-27
…………………………………..2 Chronicles 29:27-36
…………………………………………..Isaiah 64
