REVIVAL CORNER
WEEK #37 (September 11-17, 2006)
First a Trickle, Then a Flood

It was the third person with the same story in two days.  What was going on?  Like the women who had come in the day before, this man confessed to shoplifting and wanted to pay for what he had taken.  His envelope contained several hundred dollars.  When he set it on the desk, the store manager jumped from his chair and asked, “What’s happening anyway?  I don’t get it.”

“It’s the church,” was the reply.  “The Lord is there.  He’s made me aware that I need to make some things right.  Until I do, I can’t really feel comfortable in his house.”  A revival story like this one only comes to completion when the manager visits the church to observe things firsthand and becomes converted!


This is the fourth of six studies on the process of revival.  As God responds to the prayers of his people and powerfully anoints them with the various gifts of the Holy Spirit, there will be deep conviction and tears of sorrow over sin.  The first major breakthrough, however, is with believers, not unbelievers.  With confession there comes a wonderful feeling of release and freedom.  Persistent strangleholds of sin are broken.  In time, these changed individuals emanate a spirit of victory, because there is no way they want to be ensnared by sin again.  This doesn’t mean the enemy stops tempting people.  But for all practical purposes, the power of a particular sin is broken, and the restored believer gains an incredible sense of confidence in Jesus Christ and his power.


This kind of reaction is consistent with Paul’s counsel to believers to behave in such a way “that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life.” (Philippians 2:15-16).  Onlookers, including non-Christians, see this as an attractive quality.  And as Christians know forgiveness of sins and begin to live victoriously, the way is paved for the conversion of huge numbers of unbelievers.


Why?  Because victorious Christians have a hard time keeping quiet about what’s happening in their lives!  They talk about their faith quite naturally and enthusiastically.  This is not because their pastor said they should or tried to show them how.  Their words just tumble out because they can’t hold them in.  This is when the boom in conversions comes.  All kinds of people want to meet the Lord.  They are from many walks of life.  Surprisingly, a significant number of the new converts are regular church attendees whose spiritual eyes are now opened.  Picture this as a great ending to the extraordinary scenario in Revelation 3:14-22 in which Jesus has been standing outside the church knocking on the door.  When full-blown revival comes, that door is opened wide, and marvelous fellowship with Jesus is enjoyed by all.


In the book In The Day of His Power, Arthur Wallis describes an ancient reservoir that supplied a village with water.  The stream that flowed from it was not unusual in any way; “One day, however, some large cracks appeared in one of the walls of the old reservoir, and soon afterwards the wall collapsed, and the waters burst forth down the hillside.  They rooted up great trees; they carried along boulders like playthings … The stream-bed could not now contain the volume of water, which therefore flowed over the countryside … What had before been ignored or taken for granted now became an object of awe and wonder and fear.  From far and near people who in the usual way never went near the stream, hastened to see this great sight.”


What a great word picture!  Keep it in mind as you pray for God to do a mighty work in the world today.  Revival will touch huge numbers of people, and its power will be beyond your imagination.
ACTION STEPS

· WHAT does a victorious Christian look like?  Occasionally, ministers will use this phrase without really saying what it means.  Refer to Philippians 2:12-16 for help.  As you read the passage, try to define what each phrase means (for example, “work out your salvation,” or “blameless and pure”).  You may find it helpful to consult a reliable commentary.  Which of these qualities already characterize your life?  Which ones need more attention?
· IN the film Liar Liar, Jim Carrey played the role of a man who couldn’t tell the truth.  He was a habitual liar who, over time, accepted his flaw as normal.  It took a miracle birthday wish on the part of his young son to reverse the situation.  How fortunate we are to have the risen Christ as our agent of change!  Does a sin of long standing have you in its grip?  Have you succumbed to thinking it’s always going to be this way?  Has this problem kept you from talking to others about your faith?  If in the days ahead you were to experience freedom from this sin and possess an ongoing spirit of victory, what steps would be involved?
· PEOPLE really like winners.  They’re pumped when the local high school or college teams are doing well.  If the professional athletes in a big city make the playoffs, almost everyone gets caught up in the excitement.  The reverse is also true.  A struggling team is a downer.  Fans are impatient if the situation isn’t addressed.  So fire the coach, trade some players – do something before attendance starts falling off.  What are your feelings about the successes and failures of your church?  It’s exciting to be a part of a church that manifests life and growth.  Conversely, people feel drained when they’re involved in a congregation that appears to be going nowhere.  If Jesus were to host a Sunday evening call-in show to hear feedback from his people, what would you tell him?  If he were to ask on the air how you were contributing to the victories (or the lack of them) at your local church, how would you respond?
· IT’S clear from Revelation 3:14-22 that some members of the Laodicean church were deluded when it came to their relationship to the Lord.  Just because individuals have been in the church for a long time doesn’t necessarily ensure they are close to the Lord.  There is no guarantee that a teenager raised in a Christian family is where he or she should be spiritually.  Even holding a position of responsibility in the church is not a sure sign of vital spirituality.  As you pray for revival, don’t forget to include the names of people from your church who might not be responding to the gentle knocking of Jesus on the door of their heart.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
……….1 Peter 2:9-12
………………..Colossians 4:5-6
………………………….Acts 4:1-22
…………………………………..Luke 6:39-42
…………………………………………..1 Peter 3:15-16
