REVIVAL CORNER
WEEK #35 (August 30-September 5, 2009)
Prayer: The “Power Plant” of Revival
It’s foolish to try to fit God into a box. He can do what He wants in whatever way most pleases Him. Anyone who studies revival history knows this to be true. Even so, a careful look at past revivals makes it possible to see a sequence of events that often unfolds. A discernible pattern can prove helpful for us today – as long as we don’t try to set it in religious concrete.
This is the second of six studies on the process of revival. What begins with a deep dissatisfaction regarding the way things are needs to move toward a concerted prayer effort. This longing for something better has to become a sustained hope. Otherwise, the frustration of delay has a tendency to lead to bitterness. It would be difficult to pinpoint a time during which God has poured out His Spirit apart from someone somewhere paying the price in prayer. This commitment to prayer is not a casual effort, though. It involves long sessions of intercession.

Prayer is the power source for revival. Armin Gesswein writes these words in his book With One Accord in One Place: “Most churches are said to fail because they do not generate their own power. This is also true of the individual Christian. Prayer is the generator. The great London preacher Charles Spurgeon once took some people down to his Metropolitan Tabernacle basement to show them his ‘power plant.’ There, on their knees, were about three hundred people praying for the service!”

This is a good illustration because concerted prayer efforts usually require partnerships, or group prayer. That’s because the burden is too heavy, the calling too difficult and the enemy too strong for any one individual to stand in the gap alone. A core group of believers seriously committed to prayer is needed if a vision for revival is to come alive. The phrase core group doesn’t necessarily imply that a large number of people is always required. Initially, it may be just a handful in a church, on a campus, or scattered throughout a denomination – determined people willing to be involved in a protracted ministry. In other words, they won’t be easily discouraged but will continue to pray until God answers.

Using the words of Scripture can be a powerful way to plead for revival. Bible verses may be prayed back to God in this way:

Let your hand rest on the man at your right hand, the son of man you have raised up for yourself.

Then we will not turn away from you; revive us, and we will call on your name. (Psalm 80:17-18)

Restore us again, O God our Savior, and put away your displeasure toward us. Will you be angry with us forever? Will you prolong your anger through all generations? Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you? (Psalm 85:4-6)
Teams devoted to prayer should remind themselves of how the Lord has worked in the past. For example, they may recall how He rescued the Jews when Queen Esther called for three days of intense prayer and fasting. As they do this, the conviction grows in their hearts that someday soon the Lord will also honor the earnest prayers of His people in this generation.

For too many years a lack of prayer was one of the greatest weaknesses in the Church. Christians acted as thought they were resourceful enough to move the cause of Jesus Christ forward without much help from the Lord. But thankfully that day is changing! One of the great signs of the times is a rapidly growing prayer movement. It probably hasn’t reached the proportions it needs to, but it’s ever-expanding. Nothing could be a more positive harbinger of better days ahead. Building a strong prayer base and anticipating that it will result in revival is a lesson we can learn from history. It doesn’t force God into a box, but it certainly puts the Church in an advantageous position.

ACTION STEPS
· SONGS can express the longings of the heart like nothing else. Read Psalms 80 and 85, and remember that these are prayers set to music. Notice how the singers cry out to the Lord for His touch. We’re blessed with wonderful hymns and choruses today as well. Many of the lyrics are taken directly from Scripture. Go through your hymnal, chorus book and Christian cassette tapes and CDs. Make a list of the songs that deal with revival. Pick one that especially resonates with you, and memorize the words. Then, during a devotional time, express your desire for a fresh moving of the Lord by singing this song to Him.
· IT’S much easier to pray with someone else than it is to pray alone. This is a little-known fact that not enough Christians have discovered from firsthand experience. So if you struggle with trying to pray for revival on your own, consider looking for a prayer partner. Maybe the term is intimidating because it sounds so serious – a revival prayer partner. The truth is that your commitment to pray with this same individual doesn’t necessarily have to be long-term. You might begin by simply exploring the possibility of meeting once to pray for perhaps a half-hour. The next Action Step offers suggestions regarding what to pray about. When you get together, the minutes will most likely go by quickly, so the sooner you actually start prayer, the more profitable the time will be.
· IF you’re unsure what to pray for, remember that revival is marked by an overwhelming sense of the presence of the Lord. More specifically, you want Jesus to know that you long for:
1. An increased and intense participation in worship.
2. An outpouring of love for one another.
3. A heightened awareness of holiness with accompanying confession, repentance and restitution.
4. An eager renewal of all outlets of Christian service.
5. The preaching and hearing of God’s Word as anointed by the Holy Spirit.
6. A growing boldness in all aspects of prayer.
7. A remarkable ease in evangelism, with a positive influence on the unchurched community.
8. A display of both wisdom and maturity when spiritual warfare begins.
9. A consensus, no matter what the outward circumstances, that the best life possible is to be a part of God’s great family and to delight in being close to Him.

· HAVE you ever fasted? Most people who have say that the first two or three days are the most difficult. Read the Book of Esther and decide what part the 3-day fast played in the way events unfolded. Had most of the Jews involved in this narrative fasted before? What would you think about participating in a one-meal or one-day fast on behalf of the people of God?
FOR FURTHER STUDY
………Acts 1:12-14
………………Daniel 2:10-23
…………………………Psalm 44
…………………………………Proverbs 15:29
…………………………………………Isaiah 30:18-21
