REVIVAL CORNER
WEEK #3 (January 16-22, 2006)
An Overwhelming Sense of the Presence of the Lord

Do you sometimes wish you could have been around during Bible times when the Lord revealed himself in mighty ways?  If tickets had been sold for the battle between Elijah’s God and the priests of Baal, even scalpers’ prices would have been a bargain for good seats on Mount Carmel!  To have been present in the house on the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came in power would have surely been the experience of a lifetime.  Most of all, how exciting it would have been to follow Jesus for several months as he healed the sick and taught the multitudes.

Most Christians would love to experience more of God’s presence.  That’s what happens in revival.  True revival is always marked by an overwhelming sense of the presence of the Lord.  When a church is touched by revival, its members act just as they would if Jesus were physically present in the sanctuary week after week.  Authentic revival in a home results in family members behaving as though Jesus were their houseguest.  And if Jesus were bodily present with you throughout your day—as you went to work, talked on the phone, paid your bills, relaxed at home—over time you would either experience incredible personal revival, or you would say, “I’m not comfortable with this arrangement.  I need more space between us, Jesus.”

This overwhelming sense of God’s presence makes life all it was intended to be.  God was intimately involved with Adam and Eve.  The Bible tells us that God walked with this couple in the cool of the day (see Genesis 3:8).  But sin caused a breach in God’s relationship with his creation.  Adam and Eve tried to hide from God’s presence and soon were banished from the garden.  They lost the paradise privilege of intimate communion with God.


However, God still made his presence known to those who sought him.  Noah received specific instructions from him (see Genesis 6:13-7:5).  Abraham bargained with him to save a city (see Genesis 18:22-33), Moses encountered him in the burning bush (see Exodus 3).  But it wasn’t until centuries later that the Lord physically walked with human beings again.  The Son of God took on flesh and lived on earth for over thirty years.  Matthew 1:23 tells us that Jesus was Immanuel, which means, “God with us.”  Jesus stated his purpose for being on earth in John 10:10:  “I have come that they might have life, and have it to the full.”  That’s what revival is all about!


God is still in the business of making his presence known to his people!  Those who long for the presence of the Lord will find great fulfillment in times of revival.  During the Great Awakening in 1735, the earliest widespread revival in America, Jonathan Edwards wrote, “The town seemed to be full of the presence of God.  It was never so full of love, nor so full of joy, and yet so full of distress (because some were uncomfortable with God’s closeness) as it was then.”


In his book Revival Praying, the late Leonard Ravenhill expressed it this way:  “God’s Word says that when we seek the Lord, He comes to His temple.  We must check here to see what it is that we who are praying for revival are seeking.  We are not seeking fame, miracles, success, ease, full churches, or financial deliverance.  These may come.  But first and foremost we seek the Lord.  It is He who must come in power and glory.”


As you travel along the road to revival, you will learn to identify the outstanding characteristics of such times of visitation.  During the next nine weeks we will look at nine characteristics of revival in the church.  But you can start now to pray that God will make his presence known in your church, in your home, in your place of work and so on.  Experiencing God’s presence is an exciting possibility—one that should fill believers’ hearts with great anticipation.

ACTION STEPS

· IN the rock musical Jesus Christ Superstar, the crowds sing, “What’s the buzz?  Tell me what’s a-happenin’,” as word gets around that a Nazarene teacher is performing extraordinary miracles among the Jewish people.  Despite its numerous flaws, this musical production has captured something churchgoers often miss:  Jesus was big news!  If you haven’t yet thought about it, you need to connect Jesus’ coming to earth with the start of a phenomenal spiritual revival.  Even though the ministry of this young rabbi was brief, his teachings swept across Israel like a prairie fire.  The Gospel accounts are filled with crowds, miracles, changed lives and numerous evidences of the presence of the Lord.  The spiritual life of the true people of God was once again rich and meaningful, because his one and only Son had obediently taken on human flesh.  When revival touches the people of God, it creates a “buzz.”  Read John 9-10, and see whether you can hear it and feel it.
· AS you read the Gospel stories, you’ll discover that Jesus often made people feel uncomfortable.  Why?  Because in the presence of a holy God our secret sins come to light—so it’s safer to keep him at a distance.  The road to revival is not a “safe” path to take.  When you think about being physically close to God, what areas of your life make you feel uneasy?  Confess them to the Lord, and he will forgive you.  It’s wise to talk with another Christian—your pastor or a trusted spiritual leader—about sins that stand between you and intimacy with Jesus.  Take steps now to humble yourself and receive God’s transforming grace.  The beauty of a renewed life is too exciting to let anything keep you from enjoying the Lord’s presence.

· RECALL a time when you truly sensed God’s presence in your life.  What did it feel like?  What convinced you that God was there?  What effect did it have on your thoughts, your words, your actions?  If you could experience that same presence for an extended period of time, what would happen in your life?  If this possibility sounds attractive, you will welcome revival! 
· READ through the story of the fall in Genesis 3.  When people imagine the Garden of Eden, they tend to picture tropical plants, luscious fruit and sparkling waterfalls.  But the real hallmark of Paradise—the ingredient that made it so beautiful—was the presence of God.  Humankind has mastered the art of creating exquisite gardens and constructing mechanical fountains.  What we have not mastered is walking with the Lord “in the cool of the day” (Genesis 3:8).  Yet this is what revival is all about!  Name someone you know who really walks with God.  What has he or she learned that you haven’t yet discovered?  Take that person out for breakfast, spend an hour on the phone or invite him to your home to talk for the evening.  As you listen and observe, identify specific steps you could take to walk more closely with the Lord. 
FOR FURTHER STUDY
……….Exodus 33:12-23
………………..Psalm 84
………………………….2 Corinthians 3:7-18
…………………………………..Psalm 16
…………………………………………..Matthew 28:1-10
