REVIVAL CORNER
WEEK #26 (June 28-July 4, 2009)
The Unseen Guest
Mobile homes, split-levels, retirement villages, houseboats, high-rise apartments, dorm rooms, army barracks, jails … people make their homes in all kinds of settings. To picture what revival looks like in a home, imagine Jesus living with you as a guest.
Church people are accustomed to having visitors stay with them. When the choir from the denominational college is in town, they graciously open their homes to the members. What if the Sunday bulletin were to read instead: “Jesus of Nazareth needs a place to stay for an undetermined length of time. Call the church secretary if you can help”? The phone would be ringing off the hook when she walked into her office on Monday morning!

Two residents in the Judean village of Emmaus were walking home when they were joined by an interesting stranger. Not wanting their stimulating conversation to come to an end, they invited him in for a meal and lodging. It was when “he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them” that they suddenly knew their home was being graced by the Son of God Himself (Luke 24:30-32). Often in the cities and towns of this land and across the world, Christians are a little slow to realize who has come to stay with them.

How would having Jesus as a guest affect the way people live? It would certainly put everyone on their best behavior. You can imagine two siblings arguing vociferously and a concerned parent putting a finger to her mouth and forcefully whispering “Shhh!” while pointing anxiously upstairs to remind them that Jesus is there. Would family members work at being as polite as possible to one another? Would put-downs be kept to a minimum and affirming words spoken more consistently?

Certainly family crises would be handled differently with Jesus present. He would offer a much greater sense of peace and security. Jesus preached that a house built on a rock could survive any storms that beat against it – and that great rock represents who He was and what He said (Matthew 7:24-27).

Seeing the scars in His hands and remembering how He suffered on their behalf would prompt those near him to ask daily, “Is there anything I can do for You, my Lord?” And it would be more than a polite gesture. People would really mean it.

Anyone fortunately enough to be honored by such a wonderful guest would want friends and associates to meet this unique person. Times would be scheduled for social occasions when others could learn what it’s like to be close to the most important person who ever lived.

It’s conceivable that in time some adjustments would be needed. With penetrating honesty, Jesus might occasionally challenge someone’s use of time or money. If it should happen too often, an uneasy feeling about the arrangement might develop. A man or woman might regretfully confide to a friend, “Even important guests can overstay their welcome.” Sooner or later people might even find themselves saying, “For the sake of everyone involved, Jesus, we think maybe You would be happier living somewhere else.” But in reality, people usually aren’t that up-front in the way they talk to the Lord. They’re more likely just to start ignoring Him – acting as thought He’s not there anymore – and rationalizing their desire to send Him packing: “He deserved better – something more suitable for a king than a dormitory, a safer environment than our neighborhood.”

How wonderful when people learn to live in the reality that Jesus is the unseen guest in Christian homes. His presence is more precious than expensive furniture in the living room or a pool in the backyard. And this privilege is not just wishful thinking; it’s a truth that is central to what revival living is all about.
ACTION STEPS
· DO you still eat meals together as a family? This is a tradition you don’t want to miss out on completely. It was at the dinner table that the two Emmaus disciples suddenly realized Jesus was their guest. Read Luke 24:13-35. Identify ways you have seen people make eating together a time when the reality of Jesus presence is underscored. Some families set an extra plate at the table and treat Jesus as their unseen guest. It’s a Mennonite tradition to sing a hymn in beautiful harmony before eating. Instead of one person thanking the Lord before a meal, some families go around the table, having each person mention something for which he or she is grateful. Dinner conversation can begin with everyone sharing instances in which evidences of the Lord’s presence were seen throughout the day. Memorizing Scripture together is an after-dinner activity in some homes. Name some ideas you can begin implementing in your family life around the table.
· IN Traits of a Healthy Family, best-selling author Dolores Curran observes that members of healthy families have developed the ability to affirm one another verbally. In these homes you don’t hear turn-off words and put-down phrases, or endure stony silences. Instead, such families have learned to speak words of encouragement and support. This week, make a special effort to affirm each member of your family. The King’s presence makes all of living better! Learn to ask for His help with what to say, and don’t hesitate to make His Name a customary part of your conversations.
· WHAT is there in your home that reminds you that Jesus lives with you? It could be an open Bible on the dining room table, a plaque on which an appropriate Scripture verse is inscribed, a refrigerator magnet in the shape of a cross, or even a prayer bench. If you can’t think of anything, make it a point to place something in a strategic spot to fill this void. Because most of us need visual reminders, it’s often helpful to have at least one symbol of Jesus’ presence somewhere in our homes.
· JESUS never guaranteed a crisis-free life. He predicted that storms would batter the house built on the rock as well as the one on the sand. Read Matthew 7:24-27, remembering that our Lord’s years were filled with crises – family misunderstandings, satanic opposition, false accusations, betrayal, legal injustice, abuse and execution. Who could be a more empathetic houseguest? Healthy households deal with crises in a positive manner. They don’t make catastrophes of minor incidents. When there are real problems, they pull together. Think of a time when your family didn’t handle a crisis well. Would you have acted differently if you had remembered that Jesus was right there with you? Now, what are the crises you presently face? Talk to the Lord about them. And remember: Failing to obey His teachings is to construct your house on sand, while obedience is to build on a secure rock.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
………John 14:15-24
………………1 Timothy 3:4-5
…………………………Proverbs 15:17
…………………………………Ephesians 4:29-32
…………………………………………Colossians 3:18-21
