REVIVAL CORNER
WEEK #2 (January 11-17, 2009)
Freeing Revival From Our Preconceptions
Does the word revival turn you off? For many people, it has negative connotations. They’ve been burned by past experiences: “I was trapped in this highly emotional meeting with a sweaty-faced preacher who was trying to manipulate everybody into walking down the aisle.” Others see revival as a one-or two-week series of services during which they’re booked on a guilt trip if they don’t get their non-Christian friends to attend.
It comes as a surprise to many to discover that some of the most famous revivals happened in the most unlikely places – noonday prayer meetings attended by businesspeople crowded into theatres and police stations, intellectual college and university settings, massive open-air gatherings, even army camps. The Lord repeatedly defies preconceptions when He renews the spiritual life of His people.
Preaching is frequently a major part of revival. However, many accounts tell of ministers who never got to preach their sermons. The moving of the Lord began while someone was ministering through music or when a person under deep conviction confessed a sin and people lined up to follow suit.
In the Old Testament, God’s people in the southern kingdom of Judah experienced a marvelous national revival under King Hezekiah. The king urged his people: “Serve the Lord your God, so that his fierce anger will turn away from you. … He will not turn his face from you if you return to him” (2 Chronicles 30:8-9). The monarch sounds a bit like a sweaty-faced preacher, doesn’t he? Second Chronicles 29-31 describes the people’s repentance from sin, the purification of the temple, a great celebration of worship and the nation’s return to the Lord. This description probably conforms to your traditional picture of revival.
Genesis 35, however, is not so typical. This is the story of a man who knows he is at a critical juncture in his life. Returning to the land of his spiritual heritage, he comes back to the exact geographic spot at which he first experienced an unusual encounter with God.
This man was Jacob. Many years earlier, he had fled for his life from his brother Esau’s anger. As Jacob stopped to rest in the evening, he saw a stairway that reached to heaven, with angels ascending and descending. “How awesome is this place!”, he said, and he struck a bargain: “If God will be with me … on this journey … so that I return safely to my father’s house, then the Lord will be my God” (Genesis 28:17, 20-21).
The Lord had kept His part of the bargain – Jacob had indeed returned safely and had been blessed with great wealth as well. Now it was Jacob’s turn to keep his part. So he summoned all who were traveling with him. “Get rid of the foreign gods you have with you,” he told them (Genesis 35:2), and he buried those idols under the oak tree at Shechem (verse 4). Here was a time of spiritual revival for God’s man, and he wanted to include everyone in his family. Spiritual garbage buried under a great oak tree? That’s not what most people would initially think of as a revival illustration—but it is a good one!
In order to recognize the many ways God renews the spiritual life of His people, we need to set aside revival stereotypes. God’s work to revive His Church in China or India will be different from His revival work in Australia or the United States. The way He touched His people in the 1700s may be quite different from the manner in which He chooses to work in this century.
Perhaps Jesus delights in bringing new life today through huge rallies of men gathered in sports stadiums. Let Him! Or He may fill the people of His Church with incredible love and joy; that’s His prerogative. Great preaching could be His primary method – or the Spirit might move powerfully through extended times of worship and praise. Ultimately what’s important is that spiritual life returns to the people of God and that God is allowed to work in the way He knows is best.

ACTION STEPS
· READ through Jacob’s story in Genesis 35:1-15. Suppose you told God you wanted to meet with Him in a special way, just as Jacob did. What might you want to bury under an oak tree – or at least toss into the garbage? Would you share with your family or friends what you believe God is prompting you to do? How about inviting them to participate in your plan?

· DO you have negative past experiences or painful memories that dampen your desire for revival? What stereotypes might be keeping you from experiencing the renewed life God desires for you? Write on a sheet of paper any thoughts that come to your mind. Now take that paper outside or to the sink and light a match to what you’ve written. Renewed spiritual life in a person, a marriage, a family, a church, a community or a nation is something too wonderful to be ruined by half-truths or outright lies. God has so much good in store for you. Don’t miss out!

· SOMETIMES you feel spiritually dead because you’re stuck in a rut – you live out the same old pattern day after day. This kind of predictable living can hinder your relationships with other people as well as your relationship with Jesus. So go ahead, live a little! Step out of your stereotypical activities. If you always order pizza on Friday night, try making Thai peanut chicken instead. Put spark into your marriage by reading a classic love story together one night instead of staring at the television screen. It’s amazing how doing something different can help you feel more alive! The same holds true in your relationship with the Lord. Take time this week to try something new. Listen to a different style of sacred music, or read a Christian book you wouldn’t otherwise be inclined to pick up, and note how doing so helps you grow in the Lord. Talk to the Lord in prayer instead of tuning in to a radio talk show while you’re driving. Whatever it takes, get out of your spiritual rut!

· WHOM would you have expected God to use to spark a revival during Old Testament times? Most people would answer, “A great prophet, or maybe a powerful priest.” But one of God’s chosen instruments who made a difference in Israel’s history was a 25-year-old king. Read 2 Chronicles 28-31 to learn the background and the story of what happened. As you read this account, try to imagine a similar occurrence taking place in your nation. How might worship, acts of giving, and other aspects of church life be affected? Pay special attention to 29:36: “Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced at what God had brought about for his people, because it was done so quickly.” This fact of events happening very quickly is quite common in times of revival. In your prayers, begin asking God for a rapid spiritual turnabout in your church, your city and your nation.

FOR FURTHER STUDY:
………Philippians 1:12-18
……………2 Chronicles 33:1-20
………………2 Samuel 6:12-23
……………………Judges 4
…………………………1 Samuel 17
