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Steer Clear of the Skunk
One of the most disgusting things that can happen while traveling in a car is hitting a skunk. Most drivers automatically swerve if they see a dead one in the road because they want to steer clear of the terrible smell.
Satan is like a big spiritual skunk who is constantly trying to “stink up” people’s relationships with the Lord. He doesn’t want there to be Christians in the first place; but when people believe, he doesn’t give up on them. Instead, he goes to Plan B, trying to drag those believers back into sin. He pretends friendship, hoping to convince Christians that he can still be their friend. Alas, when he wears a sign reading “I promise not to spray anybody,” many naïve Christians believe him!

Do you recall how good it felt when you first met the Lord? In the 1684 classic The Pilgrim’s Progress, John Bunyan describes the joys of conversion as experienced by his main character, Christian: “Now I saw in my dream that the highway up which Christian was to go, was fenced on either side with a wall, and that wall was Salvation (Isaiah 26:1). Up this way, therefore, did burdened Christian run, but not without great difficulty, because of the load on his back. He ran thus till he came to a place somewhat ascending; and upon that place stood a Cross, and a little below, in the bottom, a Sepulchre. So I saw in my dream, that just as Christian came up with the Cross; his burden loosed from off his shoulders, and fell from off his back, and began to tumble and so continued to do, till it came to the mouth of the Sepulchre, where it fell in, and I saw it no more. Then was Christian glad and lightsome, and said, with a merry heart, He hath given me rest by His sorrow, and life by His death. Then he stood still awhile to look and wonder, for it was very surprising to him that the sight of the Cross should thus ease him of his burden. He looked, therefore, and looked again, even till the springs that were in his head sent waters down his cheeks.”

Personal revival is similar to what you experienced in those early days of knowing Jesus Christ. Remember how His love flooded your life, and sinning was the furthest thing from your mind?  You knew God heard your prayers, and telling others about the Lord was the most natural thing in the world. Unfortunately, like Christian in The Pilgrim’s Progress, you soon discovered that the great deceiver wanted to change all that.

In Genesis 3, the enemy of our faith took the form of a serpent – an even more frightening creature than a skunk. Satan questioned the relationship Adam and Eve had with their Lord. He didn’t say it was all bad; he just worked at undermining it. He was very clever – and he still is!

“Shut de do’, keep out de debil,” sings Randy Stonehill with a calypso beat. It’s good advice. “Shut de do’, keep de debil in de ni-eet. Light de candle everything’s all right.” Make your relationship with the Lord your highest priority so the enemy will have little opportunity to trip you up. New Christians would do well to copy Jesus’ response when He was tempted. In Matthew 4, our Lord quickly dismissed the devil’s suggestions and instead brought to mind who God had said. Jesus’ relationship with His Father in heaven needed to be protected at all costs. Actually, that particular conflict between Jesus and Satan ended rather quickly – which is a secret we all need to learn. The longer we listen to this crafty manipulator, the more likely his chances of convincing us of his friendship.
What would you think of someone who befriends a skunk? How would you feel if he said the smell didn’t really bother him all that much? “I’m kind of used to it,” he muses. “In fact, I’ve come to like it.” Your reaction would be, “You’re crazy!” And that’s God’s response whenever His children become chummy with the notorious black-and-white spiritual polecat who has stunk up more situations than any of us cares to admit.
ACTION STEPS
· HIDE-and-seek is a game played in just about every country of the world. Another universal experience of hiding is found in Genesis 3. Read what it is, and then fill in the blanks:
· After people ________, they have a tendency to want to ________ from God.
· Why don’t sin and God go together? Mark the answer you think is correct.
_____ a. God is a spoilsport.

_____ b. God is holy.

_____ c. God is better at seeking than hiding.
· CAN you name a baseball player who sustained a batting average of .400 or more over the course of a season? Truth is, they’re few and far between. In case you’re not familiar with baseball statistics, a .400 batting average means the player averages a base hit four out of every ten official times at the plate.
For every ten temptations a Christian has to face, how many times should he or she be

expected to come out the winner? Would a percentage of .400 be something to cheer about? Not really! What about .600 or .800? If the career statistics of the people in the Bible were printed on cards like baseball players’ averages are now, the Apostle John’s card would be a true collector’s item. See what he had to say in 1 John 3:4-10. For further help, also look at 1:5-2:4. What percentage do you think John would say Christians should try for?
· FROM your own experience, what would you say provides greater joy; giving in to temptation, or standing your ground and overcoming it? Does your answer surprise you?
· IT’S not a sin to be tempted. Although Jesus never sinned, it’s obvious that Satan tried to trip Him up. Read Matthew 4:1-11. Regardless of your age or position in life, as long as your heart keeps beating, it’s a good bet that Satan will be tempting you. The question is how to maintain an intimate relationship with the Lord in spite of the fact that the enemy tries his best to destroy it. Here are two practical suggestions:
1. Know how you’re going to respond ahead of time. Look up a verse that relates to the 

area of your life Satan has been attacking. Memorize it so you can quickly bring to mind God’s thoughts at any given moment. For example, when your spouse, child, friend or coworker tests you to your limit, and you’re about ready to explode, bring Proverbs 15:1 to mind: “A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.”
2. When you are in the heat of the moment, stick to what you have decided ahead of time. Don’t let anything dissuade you from what you have determined to be your stance. The moment you begin to compromise is the moment you put into jeopardy everything you value – including your close relationship with the Lord.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
………Job 1:6-22
………………Luke 22:31-34
…………………………John 6:60-71; Luke 22:1-6
…………………………………2 Chronicles 24:1-3, 17-22
…………………………………………Mark 14:32-42
