REVIVAL CORNER
WEEK #15 (April 12-18, 2009)
“Wait for the Lord”
Studying revival accounts should be like getting a massive shot of spiritual adrenaline. Unfortunately, the subject is too often equated with musty books hidden away in library archives. Some have jokingly said it’s like a search for anything remotely exciting that happened years ago to people we don’t really care about anymore.
The best students of revival, however, don’t just look backward – neither do they bemoan the present nor dread the future. Instead, with keen insight they point out God’s activity – past, present and future – in a way that generates excitement. An example of the ability to see what others couldn’t is found in Galatians 2:1-10. Here Paul revealed that the wave of the future would not be in trying to convince the Jewish population to respond to Jesus – as the other pillars of the Jerusalem church were doing. Instead, the Spirit of God was aggressively moving toward the evangelization of the Gentiles, where the payoff would be huge for the cause of Jesus Christ.

Is this like American Christians assuming we are still at the center of God’s present worldwide agenda, when the truth is that a huge shift has taken place? The church in many other countries is now more on the cutting edge than we are. What does this say about where we should be investing our resources? Don’t misunderstand. God has not given up on North America. He still wants His Church here to experience revival.

To catch a glimpse of what God is doing in the church in America, look at the matter of evangelism. For a long time, it seemed as though many North American churches had forgotten how to reproduce. Then a powerful corrective called the “seeker church” movement was raised up. Whatever else may be said about this approach, the net effect has certainly brought local church evangelism to center stage once again.

Perhaps a couple of the other characteristics have been missing in preparing the Church for revival. Have our congregations been naïve about spiritual warfare – another classic revival characteristic? To reacquaint believers with this important subject, God has put a plethora of recent books, such as This Present Darkness (by Frank Peretti), into His people’s hands.

We have observed that when revival marks a church, it’s as though the people experience the best that life has to offer; the Body of Christ is strong and healthy once again. But how can this happen when church families manifest the same problems that mark dysfunctional families everywhere? Without drawing attention to his activity, the Lord has begun to quietly raise up those in His Church trained and gifted in the area of counseling. God knew that in this crumbling society the problems of hurting individuals would be too complicated to solve just by listening to sermons; private attention would be required. So He salted His Church with ever so many of these skilled advisers. Whether paid or working as volunteers, they know how to help in a manner that honors Scripture and brings glory to God.

Can you see how God has been fitting the various pieces into place so that when the puzzle of revival begins to come together quickly, His meticulous planning will prove to have been exactly what His people needed? Observant believers are filled with excitement as they watch God carefully prepare His Church to maximize the impact of revival.

Psalm 27 was written by David at a time when he was facing some of the darkest experiences of his life. “Whom shall I fear?” the psalmist asks, and then affirms, “The Lord is the stronghold of my life” (verse 1). Note his tone of optimism: “I am still confident of this: I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord” (vv. 13-14). Those believers who watch for revival should maintain this same optimistic attitude. The truth is that, in response to the David-like prayers of His people, God has been preparing His Church to experience another great day of His goodness. How’s that for a shot of spiritual adrenaline!
ACTION STEPS
· HOW many McDonald’s restaurants are there around the world? It’s hard to give an answer, because the number just keeps growing. Would you believe this worldwide enterprise began with just one location and a vision? The Apostle Paul envisioned thriving churches in all parts of the world – many more churches than “golden arches”! He was the kind of man who could see what others couldn’t. And he dedicated himself to making this God-given dream a reality. His mind jumped beyond the confines of synagogue evangelism and Jewish regulations. While other leaders trained by Jesus Himself had trouble getting beyond their own culture, Paul thought in more expansive terms. As you read Galatians 2:1-10, note his strong passion for the Gentile world.
North Americans interested in revival need to push themselves to think beyond what’s happening in just the States or Provinces. Make it a point to read about the stirring of God’s Spirit in places like China, South America, many parts of Africa, Eastern Europe, India and many others. Choose a country and learn what God is doing there. As you pray for it, be open to lessons God might teach you from the witness He has opened up in that part of the world. An award-winning book that might prove helpful in your reflections is The Body by Chuck Colson.
· THE late Martyn Lloyd-Jones served for 25 years as pastor of Westminster Church in London. Revival was a topic close to his heart. He studied it, wrote about it, preached extensively on it all around the world and was instrumental in reprinting significant revival books from earlier generations. When the 1832 classic Lectures on Revivals by W. B. Sprague was reissued (Banner of Truth), Lloyd-Jones wrote the foreword, which included these words: “I am profoundly convinced that the greatest need in the world today is revival in the Church of God. Yet alas! The whole idea of revival seems to have become strange to so many good Christian people. Anything therefore that can instruct God’s people in this matter is very welcome.” Have you ever read a “musty” old book on this topic? What about a clean-smelling new one? Lloyd-Jones felt that, next to Scripture, nothing rejuvenates a believer’s faith like reading about revival.
· IDENTIFY a time you did something prematurely, such as:
· Taking a pie out of the oven before it was finished

· Entrusting someone with a job without providing adequate training

· Impulsively buying a car without doing enough research

What problems might surface if God were to allow the revival prayers of His people to be answered prematurely?
· DAVID remained confident that the Lord would show His hand even when all appeared hopeless. A similar faith should mark those who pray for revival. Read Psalm 27 and pay careful attention to David’s outlook in verses 13-14. Make it a practice to end your prayers for revival with his expression: “I am still confident of this…”
FOR FURTHER STUDY
………Acts 10:1-48
………………Malachi 3:1; Mark 1:1-8
…………………………Colossians 1:3-14
…………………………………Genesis 45:1-15; 50:20-21
…………………………………………Jeremiah 29:10-14
