REVIVAL CORNER
WEEK #1 (January 4-10, 2009)
Viva – To Life!
“When I first became a Christian, my relationship with the Lord was exciting! I’m not sure what happened, but now my faith is more of an obligation. I promised God I’d serve Him, and I’ll keep my word, but it’s not like it used to be.”
Do you identify? A lot of people are at this point in their spiritual walk. Don’t give up hope; God delights in reviving your soul! You need that for which David appealed to God in Psalm 51:12, “Restore to me the joy of your salvation.”
“That’s different,” you respond. “David committed some terrible sins – adultery and murder. I haven’t done anything like that.”

Maybe not, but using David as an illustration underscores the fact that revival is possible regardless of how far you have drifted from the Lord. But let’s examine the word itself. What exactly does revival mean?

Viv words are life-related. Vivid means “full of life.” A vivacious person is someone who’s energetic and lively. So with viv at the heart of revival, we know its meaning is life-related. The prefix re- adds “again” to the mix. If a person faints, we hope he or she can quickly be revived, or brought to conscious life again. The same is true when someone’s spiritual life is faint. We want that individual to return to robust spiritual health. The suffix -al means “that which pertains to.” So the word revival is literally “that which pertains to life coming back again.”
Revival is just what David is asking for in Psalm 51. After a tragic spiritual fall, he longs for his former closeness to the Lord. “Have mercy on me, O God,” he pleads (verse 1). And God the Life-giver responds graciously. Picture the king getting up from his knees. He’s somber, yes, but now there’s a hint of a smile on his tear-stained face. He believes God has heard his prayer. It’s as though David could raise his fist and exclaim “Viva!” (another viv word) – “To Life!”
A proper understanding of revival makes it attainable for every individual. With a basic grasp of the concept, personal revival is not something all that strange and mysterious. If you want to return to a “first love” relationship with the Lord, you’ll be thrilled to discover that God has desired that for you all along. What David knew, you too can know. The freshness of your spiritual life can be restored.

Of course, the process of revival relates to churches and nations as well as individuals. God wants life in its fullness to be experienced on a grand scale. He encourages His people to believe in the possibility of community restoration, even in the worst of local or national situations. For instance, in Ezekiel 37 the Lord tries to open his prophet’s mind to the passion he has for revival among his people, the Israelites. To do this God takes Ezekiel to a most unlikely place – a valley of dry bones: “He asked me, ‘Son of man, can these bones live?’ I said, ‘O Sovereign Lord, you alone know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones and say to them, “Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! … I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life.”’” (verses 3-5)
You know the story. “The thigh bone connected to the hip bone…” and so on. The point is that God did want to see revival in Israel, just as he desires it for your church, your community, your whole country. The Lord doesn’t need you to convince him that this is something good!
Although as an individual you do not exercise control over your local church, your community or your nation, you are accountable for the freshness of your own relationship with Jesus Christ. How encouraging to know that you can experience “life coming back again,” even when those around you are far from it! You can be a revived person in the middle of a dead church or a decadent culture. And from that crucial beginning, God can challenge you, as He did Ezekiel, with His larger vision.

ACTION STEPS
· READ Psalm 51 and its background story in 2 Samuel 11 and 12. Can you relate to anything David went through? Temptation to sin? Yielding to sin? Grief at having fallen away from a close relationship with the Lord? Which verses apply to your present feelings about your spiritual life? Underline any phrases that fit your situation, then make these words your daily prayer.

· THE famous English evangelist Gipsy Smith, who traveled the world humbly preaching the Gospel before his death in 1947, said that revival begins with drawing a circle on the floor, stepping inside it, and praying, “God, change everything in this circle that isn’t pleasing to You.” Most people know intuitively why their relationship with the Lord is not what it should be. What changes do you need to initiate to get your life back on track with God? Maybe you should adjust your television viewing habits, work through some patterns of cynicism or make sure a certain person in your life doesn’t usurp Jesus’ place. Think through the reasons why you’re not as excited as you’d like to be about your faith, then write them down. Ask God to enable you to make the changes that will help you get your focus back on Him.

· DO you remember the musical Fiddler on the Roof? If you need a refresher, rent the video and watch the scene where Tevye, the milkman, and Lazar Wolf, the butcher, sing, “To life, to life L’Chaim!” They’re celebrating a proposed marriage and are filled with laughter and the enjoyment of living. (They’re also filled with alcohol; much of the revelry is because they are drinking. Please don’t go that far! The Bible says in Ephesians 5:18, “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.”) What would it take for the Holy Spirit to fill you with as much joy as the men in that famous scene from Fiddler? On a scale of one to ten, where are you on that journey? Remember, revival is not just something intellectual. True revival restores the feelings of love and joy you knew when you first came to Jesus. Keep this joyful image of being filled with the Spirit in mind as you reflect on what God is teaching you through this study.

· READ Ezekiel 37:1-14. How difficult is it for you to accept this picture of God’s desire for Israel as the same picture He wants for people of all generations? You are starting down the road toward personal revival – can you also catch God’s heart for revival in a much larger context? How possible does renewed spiritual life seem in your church? Do you believe revival is still a possibility for your nation? Think back on what you’ve read in Ezekiel. The Lord brought life to dead, scattered, parched bones – joyful life to an Israel that was spiritually dead. Do you have faith that He can do the same for a wayward nation today?

FOR FURTHER STUDY
………Matthew 11: 23-30
………………Psalm 126
…………………………1 Kings 17
…………………………………Psalm 25
…………………………………………Joel 2:12-27
